
 
 
BASD Masking Update and Other Information  
Effective Monday, February 14, 2022 
 

As most of you know by now, the BASD Board of School Directors ratified revisions to the 2021-2022 Health & Safety 
Plan (HSP) on Tuesday, February 8, 2022.  The revised plan goes into effect on Monday, February 14, 2022.  The 
following is an overview of the changes and their impact on masking, positive cases, quarantine, contact tracing, and 
communications.  The HSP is available for your review HERE. 

 
GRADES K through 12: Per the revised 2021-2022 Health & Safety Plan, we will move to mask recommended but 
optional effective Monday, February 14, 2022, for all staff and students in grades K through 12.  Because this is now a 
family-by-family decision, BASD staff will NOT monitor or enforce mask-wearing throughout the day for any students.  
(*There is an exception for any staff member or student who has been on quarantine due to a confirmed positive case.) 
 
Just to re-emphasize, the choice to wear or not wear a mask is now completely in the hands of our staff members and 
our students’ families.  We respectfully ask that your child(ren) please understand your family’s choice and your 
family’s expectations.  Thank you! 

BASD is a “mask judgment-free zone.  Regardless of whether a person is wearing a mask or not, it is important we live 
out our values and continue to treat everyone with respect.  People may have a variety of reasons why they choose to 
wear a mask or not get vaccinated, and we will expect an environment of respect and acceptance.” 
 
PRE-K COUNTS: Our PRE-K Counts program is a federally funded and administered program and does not fall under the 
district's HSP.  Therefore, all PRE-K Counts staff and students MUST continue to wear masks in these classrooms until 
these regulations are lifted.  We will continue to follow our current processes for these three classrooms. 

 
MASKS ON DISTRICT TRANSPORTATION: School transportation services fall under federal masking regulations.  
Therefore, ALL BASD drivers and students are REQUIRED to CONTINUE to wear a mask while riding on our district 
transportation until such regulations are lifted.  Please make sure that your child always has an extra mask in their 
backpack for the ride home. 
 
BASD WILL CONTINUE TO TRACK, REPORT, AND PROVIDE QUARANTINE REQUIREMENTS FOR CONFIRMED 
POSITIVE CASES: 
 
When reporting a student's absence due to a confirmed positive case of Covid-19, we ask that parents/guardians 
please complete BOTH the excuse form and the Covid form located HERE. 
 
NEW: BASD will accept a home test for reporting a positive case of Covid-19.  
 
Anyone awaiting a PCR test result should remain at home until the results are received and positive or negative status is 
confirmed. 
 
The following quarantine language has been taken directly from the HSP: 
 
Whether symptomatic or asymptomatic, any individual who tests positive for COVID-19 must remain isolated at home 
for a minimum of five (5) days from onset.  If symptoms resolve AND if fever-free for 24 hours, then they may return to 

https://www.boyertownasd.org/domain/1858
https://www.boyertownasd.org/page/5317


school/work on the 6th day and must wear a mask through the 10th day from onset. 
 
In the event that any student/staff member has been identified as a close contact by any health authority, regardless 
of the nature of this contact, they are encouraged to monitor for symptoms and may return to class or work as long as 
they remain symptom-free and are not placed under official quarantine orders from that health authority. 

The confirmed positive case quarantine/health authority absence will be considered an excused Covid absence and 
coded as CQ.  Your child will be responsible for all work during this confirmed positive case quarantine.  This learning will 
be asynchronous – similar to any other absence due to illness. 

 
It is important to note that once the five-day quarantine period has ended, BASD will NOT require a negative test to 
return to school. 
 
*Upon their return to school, staff and students will be required to wear a mask while in our buildings within days 6-
10 of onset and will be sent home for non-compliance. 
 

 

CLASSROOM CONTACT TRACING and COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
BASD will no longer review mask-wearing or vaccine status as part of our classroom contact tracing process. 
 
Also effective on the 14th, BASD will no longer be personally notifying individual close contacts associated with a 
specific positive case of Covid-19.   As communicated at the Board Meeting, we will share the classroom location(s) of a 
positive case. 
 
We will continue to use our BASD Covid-19 Dashboard to communicate confirmed positive cases.  In addition to the 
information currently available on the dashboard, we will provide information regarding the student's/staff 
member's classroom location(s).  This new dashboard format will allow parents/guardians to determine if their child 
is a potential close contact.  Remember that your child's classroom(s) information is available in the IC Student and 
Parent Portals.   

Please keep in mind that a close contact is defined as having been within six feet or less of the positive case for 15 
minutes or more.  Because of moving to mask recommended but optional and the updated HSP, the former K-12 
wearing of a mask and vaccine status are no longer part of this criteria. 
 
As an example, if we list a 10th-grade student positive case at BASH, that student's room-by-period schedule will be 
included in the post to the dashboard.  As a parent/guardian, you can then work with your child to determine if they are 
in any of those rooms at the same time as the positive case.  At the elementary level, we will add a child's room number 
to the information already provided on the dashboard.  Thus, allowing the parent/guardian to determine their own 
child's status.   
 
As further clarification, contact tracing is now a parent/guardian responsibility.  BASD will provide the classroom 
information for a positive case.  BASD will no longer determine individual close contacts. 
 
The following Close Contact (Exposure) Language has been taken directly from the HSP: 

Procedures Following Exposure (Close Contact): If a student or employee is exposed to someone who has a known 
positive case of COVID19: If SYMPTOMATIC, regardless of the level of exposure, the student/employee is to remain 
home for a minimum of five (5) days from onset.  If symptoms resolve AND if fever-free for 24 hours, then they are 

https://www.boyertownasd.org/domain/1858


able to return to school/work on the 6th day and must mask through the 10th day (no mask exemptions).  If 
ASYMPTOMATIC, regardless of the level of exposure, the student/employee is able to continue to come to school so 
long as they remain asymptomatic. 

A parent/guardian may choose to self-quarantine a student they believe to be a close contact regardless of whether 
they are symptomatic or not.  The absence will be considered an excused Covid absence and coded as CQ.  Please 
include a note on the excuse form indicating that this is the reason your child will be absent.  Your child will be 
responsible for all work during the self-imposed quarantine.  This learning will be asynchronous – similar to any other 
absence due to illness. 

Links to this document and the updated HSP are available on the BASD Covid-19 Dashboard. 
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